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Description: 

Sphenolithus compactus BACKMAN, 1980 

Fig. 20 - Sphenolithus compactus n. sp 
(holotype) X 12000. 12/ 116/ 12/ 1 80. 

Sphenolithus 
compactus 

Diagnosis: A small sphenolith species with closely packed crystals in its distal part. 

Description: 5phenolithus compactus is a small sphenolith usually not exceeding 

2-3 f.Lm in height. The proximal elements are perpendicular to the base line or 

only slightly flaring. The apical (distal) part and the proximal part each constitute 

about one half of the total height. The distal part consists of irregularly arranged 

.::rystals which are joint firmly together. The outline is smoothly rounded distally, 

giving a mushroomlike appearance of this species. 

Size: 2 f.Lm. 

Remarks: 

This species is easily overlooked in the light microscope due to its small size, but, 

it is intensely bright when viewed between crossed nicols. 5phenolithus compactus 

can be distinguished from 5. neoabies due to that the latter species has an outline 

of the basal ring of spines which is obtuse, whereas that of 5. compactus is parallel 

in side view, and that the distal part of 5. neoabies is more spiny than that of 

5. compactus. 5phenolithus moriformis is consistently larger than 5. compactus at 

site 116, and shows an obtuse basal ring of spines and has a more spiny distal 

part. The colour of 5. moriformis (between crossed nicols) is usually more reddish 

compared with that displayed by 5. compactus, of which the colour tends to be 

more whitish and more intensely bright. 

Type level: 

Miocene. 
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Type locality: 

DSDP site 116, 12/116/12/1 80. 

Depository: 

Geologiska Institutionem, Stockholm Universitet. 
Holotype: G.I. NP. 2. Fig. 20. 

Author: 

Backman ]., 1980, p. 59; pl. 3, fig. 20. 

Reference: 
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